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It was rather that he had preserved a certain social detachment, a happy air of viewing the show ob-
jectively, of having points of contact outside the great gilt cage in which they were all huddled for
the mob to gape at. How alluring the world outside the cage appeared to Lily as she heard its door
.clang on her! In reality, as she knew, the door never clanged: it stood always open; but most of the
captives were like flies in a bottle, and having once flown in, could never regain their freedom. It

was Selden’s distinction fhat he had never forgotten the way out. (HM56)
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“My idea of success is personal freedom. ...From everything—from money, from poverty, from
ease and anxiety, from all the material accidents. To keep a kind of republic of the spirit—that’s
what I call success.” (HMT0)
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...in the modeling of her little ear, the crisp upward wave of her hair— was it ever so slightly
brightened by art?— and the thick planting of her straight black lashes. Everything about her was

at once vigorous and exquisite, at once strong and fine. (HM3)
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The noble buoyancy of her attitude, its suggestion of soaring grace, revealed the touch of poetry in
her beauty that Selden always felt in her presence, yet lost the sense of when he was not with her.
(HM141)
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Now,A it had been Selden’s fate to have a charming mother: her graceful portrait, all smiles and
cashmere, still emitted a faded scent of the undefinable quality. ... [His parents] didn’t care for
money, but their disdain of it took the forxh of always spending a little more than was prudent.
(HM160) '
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Unfortunately, he found no way as agreeable as that practiced at home; and his views of woman-
kind in especial were tinged by the remembrance of the one woman who had given him his sense of
“values”. It was from her that he inherited his detachment from the sumptuary side of life: the

stoic’s carelessness of material things, combined with the epicurean’s pleasure in them. (160)
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He Would not yield to the growth of an affection which might appeal to pity yet leave the under-
standing untouched; sympathy should no more delude him than a trick of the eye, the grace of help-
lessness than a curve of the cheek. (HM161)
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Men go out into the commercial world to accumulate goods and money, but unless the rich man also
accumulate a woman, all his money and property and power do not extend beyond the narrow mercan- ‘
tile world into the social realm, into the society at large. Therefore for a rich man, ownership of a
woman is not a luxury, but a necessity. She is his means of disseminating Wall Street power beyond
the limited masculine world of Wall Street. Hence the economics of being a woman in Lily’s world
amount to working as a wife, and working hard, to translate financial power into social power by dis-
playing a particular man’s wealth for him. Put simply, the man makes money on Wall Street which
he then brings to Fifth Avenue for a woman to turn into social power to aggrandize him (and by as-
sociation herself.) Ammons, Elizabeth. Edith Wharton's Argument with America. P33.

5. Bowlby, Rachel. Just Looking: Consumer Culture in Dreiser, Gissing and Zola. P2.

6. FXD#iBibeauty which was her only defenceTH 2%, TITRHATHAEREM -7,

7. BT FHEIShASE— TREOHK] itBid 3 ) ) -0 >0¥E—] pbd.

8. HEERTIRENVF Vi3 TRERA-T, £ILKAL ot EEAZOEHM, TITR, &
DIROBEREWRICY 5120, HATHEXDOE RIEL I

SEE .

Ammons, Elizabeth. Edith Wharton’s Argument with America. Athens: The University of Georgia
Press, 1980. ]

Bowlby, Rachel. Just Looking: Consumer Culture in Dreiser, Gissing and Zola. New York, NY: Methuen,
1985. ‘

‘Itabashi, Yoshie and Sasaki, Miyoko (eds.) The Complete Works of Edith Wharton. Xxiii: A backward
Glance. Kyoto: Rinsen Book Co, 1989. :

Montgomery, Maureen E. Displaying Women: Spectacles bf Leisure in Edith Wharton’s New York. New
York, NY: Routledge, 1998.

Sowalter, Elaine. “The death of the Lady (Novelist): Wharton’s House of Mirth” Modern Critical Views
Edith Wharton. Harold Bloom ed. New York, NY: Chelsea House Publishers, 1986.

Wharton, Edith. The House of Mirth (Signet Classics). New York, NY: Penguin Group Inc.; 2000.

GERAT TR LogkeLTDY Y — *+X— b—The House of Mirth B I 5V = V¥~ RN F 4 v
72— TEEEFOCER) B15% REEARAXES 200343 A

HEARBETF MBEEEME : A —F 4 R » U2 — b v OWMFRT BB, 19766F)

BILFEF THAIS W SE— TBREOR] K85 ) 0o 0WE—] TERLTFAREREREXERHFR

(s0)



[BRIBOBHE] 1 —F4 R vi—trY THBEOF] B30 —-L VYR« 2UFY

FHEELI 75 BAKTAE 2000438

BHREY [1-Fa X vx—bY FEEOR] 105 5 MBS 4] @%ﬁ%@ﬁ”%‘ﬁ*j{ﬂ%ﬂ%ﬁ
FEX(LED T 58] (E#itt, 20004F)

BANETF TRY~OEZR— X oK) okt of v—] [SELLAJ 265 Elﬁ’“i(?j( RS

1997434

ihOa v F (41 —F1 R+ v+ —+ vORWEELb— THREOF] THRIEOKAR) TH %Ehuh_—J TAX
FFRETHRY $325 MRNKFEAEDRR. 1999%4E3 A

Oa vy F (4I—F1 X e+ -+ vORUBE— TEEDOF) 2 HF 47 e b—0—-, LTOENF VH—]
TAXHHZL) $1395 MBUARFEANXES 200043 A '

(51)



