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The country is fabulously rich in gold, silver, copper, lead, coal, iron, quicksilver, marble, granite,
chalk, plaster of Paris, thieves, murders, desperadoes, ladies, children, lawyers, Christians, Indians,
Chinamen, Spaniards, gamblers, sharpers, coyotes (pronounced Ki-yo-ties), poets, preachers, and

jackass rabbits.!
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He had a bright and smart imagination and it was of the kind that turns out impromptu work and
does it well, does it with easy facility and without previoué preparation, just builds a story as it
goes along, careless of whither it is proceeding, enjoying each fresh fansy as it flashes from the
brain and caring not at all whether the story shall ever end brilliantly and satisfactorily or shen’

t end at all.®
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Coleman with his jumping frog ~ bet a stranger $50. ~ stranger had no frog and C. got him one:
~ In the meantime stranger filled C’s frog full of shot and he couldn’t jump. The stranger’s frog

won.®
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Mark Twain’s drolleries have frequently the same air of innocence and surprise as Artemus War

d’s, and there is a like suddenness in his turns of expression.’
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In compliance with the request of a friend of mine, who wrote me from the East, I called on good-
natured, garrulous old Simon Wheeler, and inquired after my friend’s friend, W. Smiley, as re-

. quested to do, and I hereunto append the result. (N.A.H.515)
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. But, by your leave, I did not think that a continuation of the history of the enterprising vaga-
bond Jim Smiley would be likely to afford me much information concerning the Rev. Leonidas
W. Smiley, and so I started away (N.A.H.52D).
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I never had but two powerful ambitions in my life. One was to be a pilot, & the other a preacher
of the gospel. I accomplished the one and failed in the other... But I have had a ‘call’ to literature,
of a low order-i.e., humorous. It is nothing to be proud of, but it is my strongest suit,& if I were
to listen to that maxim of stern duty which says that to do right, you must multiply the one or the

two or the three talents which the Almighty trusts to your keéping,-I would long ago have ceased
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to meddle with the things for which I was by nature unfitted & turned my attention to seriously

scribbling to excite the laughter of God’s creatures.” -
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