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Uekawa Hinano. (Shirayuri University Graduate School of Liberal Arts, Department

of Developmental Psychology (Master's Program)) A review on the process of

parental acceptance of child's developmental disability: perspective of acceptance and
recognition. RESEARCH IN LIFESPAN DEVELOPMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY, 2020,

No.12, 25-31.

The idea of “disability acceptance” being equal to a “change in one's own sense of

values” is becoming an established theory in the field of disability support. There

have been numerous studies on parental acceptance of children’s developmental

disabilities, the stage theory, chronic sorrow, and the spiral model, which combines

the above theories as its main theoretical framework. However, there remained

the need to uncover the process that characterizes parental acceptance of children’

s developmental disabilities.

Thus, this study reviewed past research on the two

perspectives of “acceptance” and “recognition.” This study showed that a failure to

understand the properties of a disability while matching these with a child’s condition

regarding his or her developmental disability would make it difficult for a definite

diagnosis to be obtained; the unique properties of disability affect the acceptance of

a disability and its recognition. In addition, the perspectives of “acceptance” and

“recognition” are not independent but continuous.

[Key words]developmental disability, parent, acceptance, recognition.
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