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When considering the development of effective interpersonal dialogue, the capacity for logical
thought, and communication skills based on children’s individual self-esteem as emphasized in the
recent educational reform, we are required to demonstrate our attempts to overcome the current
challenges within early childhood education in Japan. We observed and conducted a preliminary
survey of New Zealand’s thought-provoking early childhood education wherein: 1) the national
curriculum of Te Whariki forms the basis for the implementation of childhood education; and 2)
collaborations between kindergartens, day-care centers, and elementary schools are shared with
early childhood educators, parents, guardians, and the local area. We considered the significance of
New Zealand’s early childhood education and the possibility of its incorporation into early childhood
education in Japan in terms of three perspectives: 1) the physique and athletic abilities that are
expected to be developed during the early childhood period; 2) the environments within early
childhood education; and 3) the engagement with people who assist in an uninterrupted transition to
elementary school during the early childhood period. We ascertained the portfolios (records) that
allow children to check the course of their learning along with early childhood educators, parents,
and guardians, as well as an environment in which children themselves can choose their playground
equipment and what to play while managing their own safety, thereby developing independence and
motivation.



