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Abstract: According to the Course of Study revised in 2017, in the area centered on "life" science,
students are required to think natural events and phenomena from the viewpoint of "commonality
and diversity". In this paper, the commentary of the Course of Study for kindergarten and for
elementary school (Living Environment Studies, Japanese Language, and Arithmetic) were analized
to consider the appropriate animals fit to the early childhood educational program. It was found
that the basic concepts about the structure and the function of animal body, the relationship such as
blood relationship, and the contents in the living environment are treated in the education from early
childhood to the lower grades of elementary school. Based on these reslts, it was suggested to select
human, small mammals, birds, and reptiles as the animals to compare with cows in the milk-themed

educational program.





